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Pat Fowler’s responses to submitted questions
1. (3 minutes) Now that the City Council has taken the bold step of laying out a Climate Action and
Adaptation Plan (CAAP), what do you see as what needs to be done next (during your term at the very

least) to make this plan a reality? (To access the CAAP go to
https://www.como.gov/sustainability/caap/ )
First, next, and continuously thereafter, neighborhood equity. In 2017 I had the luck of the moment to
meet Destiny Watford and her Mom, who before the age of 18, led the successful opposition to a
proposal to put a trash burning incinerator adjacent to her Baltimore neighborhood. True False
invited her to speak at a provocation before the screening of a film. The year before she was awarded
the 2016 Goldman Environmental Prize for her efforts. Her courage is a powerful reminder, if a
teenager can speak with clarity about equity and fairness in environmental issues affecting her
neighborhood, I can certainly stand on my middle-aged feet and speak up for equity for the core
neighborhoods surrounding downtown and throughout the First Ward. There is so much I like and
appreciate in the CAAP and the momentum that the city has in addressing and mitigating climate
change. Our renewable energy standard, an accomplishment I watched carefully upon my arrival in
Columbia 20 years ago, still is one of my reference points in how to mobilize a community forward.
From my neighborhood perspective I read more than a dozen Priority Actions that we in our
neighborhood conversations have been hoping to turn the tide on. . .
Here is some of what I find hopeful in the CAAP:
1) Accelerate the building of sidewalks in high need areas to fill connectivity gaps, Clark Lane, and
save lives. Claudine Nibigira killed by a SUV driven by another young adult. She was walking
home from work, I understand, in an area with poor lighting and no shoulders or sidewalks. I
do not have words for the continued failure to fund sidewalks and street lighting along Clark
Lane.
2) Build and maintain a network of on-street protected bike lanes on streets with speed limits
above 30 mph, this is a much-needed improvement to many of the roads in Columbia, one that
would assist the non-motorized travel of bicyclists, persons in chairs until such time when we
determine we are committed to a robust transit system and make that happen.
3) Require all residential rental housing to meet basic energy efficiency standards when their
license is renewed.

4) Update current tree preservation requirements to protect tree root systems and large legacy
trees during construction. We live in a forest in North Central, and throughout the First Ward,
but time and again infill development takes down mature trees causing additional harm to our
resilience as a community where storm water, shade, and natural cooling are concerned.
5) Here is some of what concerns me in the CAAP:
a. ‘Incentivize infill development through alternative code compliance, fee waivers, density
bonuses, investment prioritization, development impact fees tax benefits’, all tools that have
been used to displace low income and modest income households in order to concentrate

these strategies in less prosperous neighborhoods. Let’s instead use this strategy to end
housing segregation in Columbia so that our children can walk to school, to their desired, high
outcomes neighborhood school, instead of being bused across town because of the convoluted
way the CPS have to draw attendance lines to balance out the school attendance of children
eligible for free and reduced lunch.
b. Widespread use of Incentives in general concern me. It can too easily become a race to
nowhere, where people with resources use the incentives to make decisions that they could

otherwise afford. If the incentives were targeted to people to whom they could make a real
difference and at the same time ‘make a market’ for the widespread adoption of a certain
technology, I would support that. An example, 15 years or so ago, the city had an incentive
program for large commercial users to lower that portion of their lighting usage by swapping
out the ballasts. I am not sure I could describe for you how a ballast makes that kind of
difference but for a couple of weeks, a subcontractor was on premises at my then, large,
Columbia based employer swapping out the lights. Was that a good use of W&L enterprise

funding, maybe. Could it have been targeted towards a different incentive to a different part
of the end user market and make the life of a modestly paid family better, perhaps. The FAQ’s
document that accompanied the development of the CAAP has beautiful language that states
”It is particularly unjust that those who are the most vulnerable to the effect of climate change
are often those who have contributed the least to its causes. When developing the Plan, Task
Force members prioritized actions that benefit individuals, families and neighborhoods more
likely to suffer from climate hazards. Special care will be paid during the plan’s implementation

to ensure folks most vulnerable, including low income neighborhoods, people of color, the
young and the elderly are lifted up. We will design policies and programs that serve
disadvantaged neighborhoods first; focus polices and programs on neighborhoods
experiencing high pollution burdens, poverty, health issues and exposure to climate hazards,
use an equity checklist when implementing actions, involve, proactively and regularly,
community leaders and citizens from neighborhoods most harmed by climate hazards. Amen.

It is past due time that we, as a city who regulates the conditions of rental properties through
our property maintenance code, address the problem of indoor air quality, mold and other
pathogens that trigger asthma and respiratory ailments in children from families of low income
means. Big hurrah for that. Ditto on adopting the International Building Energy Conservation
Code for municipal, commercial, and residential buildings as written. Past due.

2. (2 minutes) What steps are you willing to take as a City to promote not only a growing percentage
of renewably-generated energy for Columbia Water and Light (CW&L), but to provide access for
businesses and residents to buy 100% renewably-generated power either through purchases from
CW&L or through a third party purchase with the use of CW&L’s distribution lines?
(See pages 48-49 of the CAAP).
With our municipal-owned utility we have far fewer steps to influence the decision-making of Water
& Light than if we were dealing directly with an investor-owned utility. My understanding may be too
simple, but when we buy power, whether it’s via the 40- year contract with Peabody Coal, or through
the Bluegrass Ridge or Crystal Lake wind farms, we are paying to put that energy in the grid. Can we
buy enough renewables so that the inputs we pay for on one end match the amount we draw down
at the other? Yes. And with locally generated electricity, we could be closer to the generation and
utilization of that electricity, whether its landfill gas, solar or wind.
3) (1 minute 30 seconds) The Climate Action and Adaptation Plan includes an objective to achieve
100% clean, renewable energy for Columbia Water & Light electricity generation by 2035. The Electric
Integrated Resource and Master Plan task force is exploring three scenarios to achieve 100%
clean, renewable energy by 2030, 2040 and 2050. What information do you need and what criteria
will you use to decide what scenario Columbia will adopt? Council’s ability to adopt such an
ordinance and or establish such a series of policies is dependent upon the support of the its
ratepayers. The city has the ability to influence the outcome by how they approach the citizens with
their plans. Are city staff on board with it? Are they running the factory forwards to bring these
policies to fruition or backwards in trying to throw obstacles in its path? Has there been a groundswell
of support? Are the city employees, at the direction of their supervisors, out there encouraging or
discouraging the conversation? It makes the difference. Water & Light may still have the
programming they provided to the Columbia Public Schools re energy and water conservation. The
students took that knowledge home and bugged the heck out of their parents and changed individual

and community behavior. Are we applying that kind of social norming and peer pressure as a strategy
to getting wide community buy in? It is how we present it, its how genuinely we are committed to it.
Its about how we bring everyone into the conversation and give them autonomy in decision making.

4) (4 minutes 30 seconds) The Columbia City Council passed the Climate Action and Adaptation Plan
(CAAP) in June 2019. Transportation currently contributes 27% of Columbia greenhouse gas
emissions. The CAAP recommends as a priority strategy to "Build a thriving public transit system". This

is a matter of not only reducing greenhouse gas emissions but providing an equitable opportunity for
everyone in the community to have access to jobs, education and affordable housing with the
transportation to move between home, school and work.
The topic of transit in CoMo touches on many things from routes, hours, ridership, costs/revenues,
how children are transported to school, and more. We would like to hear your thoughts on public
transit, including what can be done to reduce overall community transportation greenhouse gas

emissions through increase use of buses. We ask this recognizing the current high carbon footprint
per passenger mile that comes from operating a fleet of large fossil fuel-burning buses that often are
transporting very few passengers. Please address the following transit-related items:
a) Kansas City recently made the decision to make all public transit free starting in 2020. Would you
support making such a move for Columbia Transit; why or why not? (See:
https://www.vox.com/the-goods/2019/12/17/21026425/kansas-city-free-bus-system and
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/13/805666049/funded-and-affordable-should-public-transit-befree
Yes, yes and yes. Along with a route system that get people where they need to go on the timetable
they need to get there. If you build a bus system that works for the middle-income family to use
effectively for their diverse transit needs, you have built a bus system that will work for the rest of us.
I would like to pursue the conversation of a transit utility where we pay a monthly fee for transit. If I
pay a base fee of $15 for sanitary sewer, and a base fee of $15 for storm water, wait a minute I only
pay $1.32 or a $1.65 a month for storm water, what’s wrong with that picture, then I could be asked
to pay $15 a month for transit. Multiply that by 47,000 residential households, the influx of revenue
by month would be $705K. Multiply that by 12 and you reach $8.4 M in additional funding. That
would help. I have ridden the bus, especially the downtown orbiter, which was free. Between 2009
and 2013 I did not own a car, I rode the orbiter, rode my bike or walked. If I needed a car, I
participated in WeCars at MU, I was their second enrollee when the service launched. I had a nonowner driver insurance policy for very little money and my life worked. I could afford my house on the

pay I earned working for MU by giving up my car. I had a certain level of fitness and endurance for
pedaling up hills. When I lived in the suburbs of Boston until 1990, I rode the bus. When I lived in
the avenues, out by the ocean, in SF from 1990 to 1997 I rode the bus or took the Muni streetcar. I
read, I observed, I was a regular part of a community of commuters. It changed my perspective, for
the better, about a lot of things.

b) Do you see the potential for collaboration between Columbia Transit and the Columbia Public

Schools to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and, if so, what sort of collaborative effort would you
support? Should we also be looking at more cooperation between Columbia Transit and Mizzou?
How about we start with finding out why more of our children do not ride the bus to school. I live
immediately adjacent to Jefferson Middle School and watch the kiss and drop or kiss and pick up line
of parents round tripping their kids to/from school. I have had co-workers who would leave work
mid-afternoon to take their kids home and then come back. What’s happening there? I have seen
similar lines at other schools. I know one of your questions concerns anti-idling ordinances. Here is a

place to begin that inquiry.
When it comes to transporting children, safely on the bus, safety surrounding the bus is important.
What are the practical concerns we would have for the safety of our young people should we
combine transit under the umbrella of the CPS? They clearly have a more expansive route system.
Where MU students are concerned, Mayor McDavid really shot us in the foot. The black and gold
routes were growing. The number of riders was propelling the system forward. Mayor McDavid was
heavy handed in insisting that the apartment complexes buy passes at a certain price for each of their

student tenants. Mayor McDavid also insisted that the MU students should pay a fee to have a bus
pass, a fee added to their student fees. That effort suffered from a poor roll out. Before we knew it,
the apartment complexes were hiring their own bus drivers, or subcontracting that out. MU student
government did not respond well. If we are interested in a collaborative partnership with either the
university or the CPS we need to figure out how to work with our stakeholders equally and equitably.
The Board of Education, parent organizations affiliated with each of the schools, the Curators, MSA
and other deliberative student government bodies. We also have three other colleges in town,
Stephens, Columbia College and Moberly Area Community College. They are equals in this
conversation too.
c. Many have suggested that Columbia Transit operate more electric buses that would reduce
fuel consumption and GHG emissions. Would you support this? Depends on what we plan to
do with the buses burning fossil fuels that we currently own. Introduce a policy to replace city

fleet vehicles that burn fossil fuels. Perhaps, and a policy to dismantle, yes, keep the body and
replace the engine, even better. But sell them to another community with fewer resources
means that the pollution from those buses will settle in a community with fewer resources to
adapt to climate change and mitigate health concerns for their residents. I would rather we
have a reduce, reuse, and recycle policy rather than an outright sale to another community.
Let’s not turf our problems to other communities.

d) What, more broadly, is your vision for Columbia Transit? Do you support Columbia achieving a
thriving public transit system? If so, what approach do you believe the community should take to
achieve one? Yes. See my prior answers. I am interested in the idea that even a modest fee, paid on
the utility bill, might give the transit system more funding and still cost less than the transit pass
people are currently purchasing, if indeed they can afford to buy the monthly pass instead of having
to live day to day and pay at the fair box.
https://www.citylab.com/transportation/
https://www.como.gov/sustainability/climate-action/
https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2020/02/sierra-club-celebrates-transit-equity-dayalongside-labor-network-for
5) (2 minutes) Vehicle emissions are significant polluters of the air as well as contribute to greenhouse
gas emissions. According to the U.S. Department of Energy, vehicles create almost 60 million tons of
CO2 each year while idling, 30 million of that by personal cars. Every year, Americans waste 3 billion
gallons of fuel by idling their vehicles. The Columbia Climate Action and Adaptation Plan recommends
as a priority action to implement and enforce anti-idling policies in Columbia. Would you support antiidling policies and if so, what policies would you like to see implemented? Sadly, we don’t have the
resources to enforce the ordinances we already have so I would be reluctant to add to the body of
local law when we know city staff will not be able to enforce it. However I do see a benefit to social
norming and peer pressure campaigns. Signage, with helpful information, i.e. for every 5 minutes you
leave your car running while waiting to pick up your student at pick a school you are generating X
amount of contaminants that the students are breathing as they walk down the sidewalk to you, and
if you did it for every day that school was in session you would have wasted X number of gallons of
fuel. Do the math . . .
Sources:
EPA:

https://www.epa.gov/cleandiesel/clean-school-bus-idle-reduction
State by state:
https://stnonline.com/news/state-school-bus-idling-rules-regulations-2/
Sample policy:
https://www.aasa.org/uploadedFiles/Childrens_Programs/Healthy_School_Environments/SampleBusI
dlingPolicy.pdf
https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/take-action-to-improve-health/what-works-forhealth/policies/vehicle-anti-idling-initiatives
US DOE
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/articles/turn-your-key-be-idle-free
6) (3 minutes) Food production, processing, distribution and preparation, as well as food waste, all
have significant climate footprints. Many variables are in play regarding our food footprint including
where and how food is produced as well as dietary choices. The CAAP addresses local food production
and reducing food waste in the “Health, Safety and Well Being” section (pages 61-62) as well as briefly
in the Natural Resources appendix (pages 3-4). Do you think the city should be taking action in this
area to promote local food and/or to address any other aspects of the climate impact of how we feed
ourselves? Are there specific policies or actions you would like to see pursued? The city, under the
nudge of impactful organizations like the Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture, have responded well
to requests that neighborhoods be permitted to grow food on city park land. Local landlords,

particularly Mark and Carol Stevenson, have provided empty house lots for food production. The city
passed its hen ordinance in 2010, the most fun I have ever had at a city meeting, allowing households
to raise chickens and provide their own egg and meat hen supply. The City serves as the fiscal agent
for funds garnered via grants and donations for the Agricultural Park and the Farmer’s Market Pavilion
that opened last summer. The City should continue to respond well to requests made by the CCUA,
Sustainable Farms and Communities, Columbia Farmer’s Market and adopt the policies they bring
forward. I have heard mention of a hot food rescue as a way to cut down on food waste. A good idea
that starts with changing the practices of food handling for events that have over-estimated the
appetite of the guests assembled. The City and County Health Department could weigh in on how
their food handler’s training might address this. I recall a few years ago when the city took enterprise
funds from one account to fund a transload terminal in Centralia to feed the Colt Railroad and
continue its useful life. Perhaps the city could use its enterprise funds to create a combined
cooperative distribution system for aggregating locally grown produce for sale to institutional

customers like the CPS, the University of Missouri, the Department of Corrections, and other targeted
populations who would benefit from nutrient dense foods.
https://www.usda.gov/foodwaste/faqs
http://www.greeneatz.com/foods-carbon-footprint.html

